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Thoughtsregardinghow to prioritize guidelinesfor sidewalks:

I. I like theideaofhaving2 kinds ofsidewalkpriority plans in place,onebeingthemain
connectingroads,the otheraddressingthesmallerroadsthat havethemostpotential
pedestrianusewhich areunsafeto walk withoutsidewalks.

2. As I mentionedatthe lastmeeting,I ama big supporterof havingall themajorroutes,
1 19/2A, Rt 27, Rt 111 fully sidewalked.I noticedon amasterplanofmanyyearsago
thatthis wasconsideredapriority aswell. As GreatRoad(1 19/2A) hasbecomemore
andmorepopulatedwith residents,somewho do not drive or maybedo nothaveaccess
to a car, I feel thisneedhasbecomecritical. We addmoreandmorestoresand
restaurantsforpeopleto patronize,we talk aboutencouragingpeopleto walk moreand
usetheircarsless,yet we don’t providesafesidewalkson a roadwhich probablyhasthe
moststoresandmostdensepopulationin all ofActon. And therewill besomethinglike
300 apartmentscomingat somepointwhenthe Avaloncomplexcomesto theNagogarea.
Thereis nowthepossibilityofhousingat Quail Ridgetoo.

I would like to seecontinuoussidewalkson GreatRd asthe#1 priority in the“Main
Road”partoftheplan. I amassumingthepieceofMain St (Rt 27)betweenPostOffice
SquareandGreatRd is alreadygoingforwardsometimeFall 2007orspring2008. If we
haveacleanslateto work with, I would put GreatRoadapriority over thenorthernpart
ofRt 27 in termsofpedestrianuseand safetyconcerns.

3. Regardingthesmallerroadsin town, I agreethatwe needto haveaset ofvery clear
guidelinesin orderfor roadsto beprioritized. Thingslike volumeofcurrentpedestrians
(walking to thecommuterrail, schools,shops,etc.),safetyof road(is it narrowand
windy with lots oftreesvs. wide andopen),what is thevolumeofvehicles. And then
thereis the issueof landownersgiving permissionfor sidewalksto beconstructedon
theirproperty.

4. Also, shouldweproactivelylook for public opinionwhenweconstructsidewalks?
Forexample,thereweresomestrongopinionsfrom residents,mainlyregardingtrees,
that causedthepieceof Main St sidewalkthatwasdueto beconstructedthis summerto
be delayed.As atown committeewhich allows public attendance,canwejust decide
howandwheresidewalkswill go, or do we needto givethepublic noticeandtimeto
commentaheadof time. If this is thecase,thenwe shouldtry to do this earlyon so we
canavoidunexpecteddelays.


